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in this trial. A night or two before his death. Inspector
Martin dined at the Gweedore Hotel the thirteenth to twelve
other messmates. On the night before the murder, one of
the policemen who had been observing and guarding
McFadden's house at night in the moonlight came running
in with terror to tell his comrades that he had seen the body
of a policeman lying dead at the priest's door. The others
at once came up to see and to bring succour to the dead
officer, if there was one, but they found not a soul there,
alive or dead.
If Carson never forgot Mitchelstown, neither did Mr.
Gladstone, and his speeches against Coercion had made,
with the wonderful eloquence and inspiration of his last
crusade, a deep impression on the sentimental English
people. The Times, a great strength of the Unionist cause,
had blundered badly in purchasing the clumsy and vulgar
Piggott forgeries and attributing them to Parnell. The Gov-
ernment also had blundered badly by practically associating
themselves with The Times, and using the forgeries as an
argument for the Irish policy, and, further, in appointing
an unconstitutional tribunal, called the Special Commission,
consisting of three Judges sitting without a jury but armed
with powers of enquiry into the affairs of Irish politicians,
which recalled the days of the Star Chamber to the liberal
conscience of the people. Although a mass of information
was acquired unfavourable to the Nationalist cause, the
only matter remembered by the public was that the miser-
able forger Piggott had confessed to forging the letters pur-
porting to be in Parnell's handwriting, and implicating him
in the Invincible conspiracy, and that the Government had,
in effect, put an innocent man on his trial by unconstitu-
tional means on the strength of a forgery which any com-
petent expert in handwriting would have at once con-
demned. Later, when ParnelPs personal tragedy broke up
the Irish Party, and there was no unity among the Irishmen
themselves, the Gladstonian appeal to English public
opinion soon recovered from this temporary set-back and
gathered increasing force as the time approached for a
General Election. The country began to ask itself; Has all